
 
May 21, 2020 
 
What a year! We began the year with “To Rise I ask, Now What? To Reach I ask, What's Next?” 
Who would have ever imagined how this year would end. 

 
I want to begin by thanking all who are reading this note, because if you are reading this you are 
a person who cares for the students of Lincoln County.  Whether you are a student, parent, 
grandparent, relative of student, community member, teacher, principal, paraprofessional, 
secretary, custodian, maintenance, bus or transportation person, food service, district staff, 
volunteer, or board member …. Thank you!! It takes all of us to make public education work.  All 
of your efforts are what makes Lincoln County School District so great.  In my opinion there is no 
one higher or lower on the list because we all serve students.  Thank you to all! 

 
As March began I just could not wrap my mind around the first meeting on March 5th, with the 
NIAA starting a plan if we could do sports or not.  It was inconceivable to me.  The rest of March 
unfolded and I kept thinking I will wake up from a bad dream, I did not. Each day unfolded to more 
decisions that impacted all of us in so many ways.  Each of us has lost something and we cannot 
and should not judge the feelings of those losses.  Each one is real to the person no matter what 
the loss.  I do believe Lincoln County School District has done the best we could do in the 
circumstances, and we will strive hard to be ready for what is next.  Which brings me back to the 
theme of the school year, “To Rise I ask, Now What? To Reach I ask, What's Next?”  

 
There are a lot of unknowns but what I do know is we are asking, “What’s Next”, and we are 
dedicated to doing what is best for students.  The Board of Trustees began the path of Student-
Centered Governance which aligns with the Student-Centered Instruction and over the summer 
we will all be working on plans for returning to school and having a Learning Management 
System for all grades which will provide a viable continuum of learning for in person and/or virtual 
learning.           
 
To the senior graduates: I wish each of you the best and will miss shaking your hand on your 
accomplishment, it’s one of the highlights of my job.  Congratulations! 
 
To the retiring staff: Thank you for all the years of service and the dedication to the students of 
Lincoln County School District. You will be missed and we wish you the best in your retirement.  
 
To all, please be safe and help take care of one another over the summer. I look forward to helping 
lead the new normal, and cannot wait to see all of you again.   
 
Thank you  
Pam Teel  
 


